
   Open  

NORTH DEVON COUNCIL  

REPORT TO: COUNCIL   

DATE: 25TH FEBRUARY 2019   

REPORT BY: CHAIRMAN OF OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  

  

The Future of Agriculture in North Devon 
 
At the last Council meeting I gave a brief verbal update on the January Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee meeting where the main item of business was a long question 
and answer session with a wide range of stakeholders in the agricultural sector. They 
included the NFU, Mole Valley Farmers, Bicton College, and some local farmers. As 
usual Torridge DC O&S Councillors attended. 
 
The meeting stemmed from the Council’s objective to increase economic prosperity 
and we all know that agriculture underpins our local economy whether it is 
manufacturing, tourism, or construction, in fact it is what makes North Devon what it 
is. Farmers maintain our landscape and make our area a pleasant place to live, 
without them it just wouldn’t be the Devon we know. 
 
The Committee asked a wide range of questions on many issues including, among 
others, climate change, demographic change in the farming community, the 
Agriculture Bill, bovine TB, and Brexit. It was a very informative and enjoyable 
session and Councillors came away with a checklist of lobbying to do on behalf of 
agriculture. When the panel started answering the questions they almost immediately 
spoke about Brexit irrespective of the question. 
 
The panel stressed just how good farmers are at solving problems and meeting new 
challenges and how are used to doing it, but the mood of the meeting was very 
somber.  They explained that farm like any other business need to make a profit to 
survive, but the uncertainty over the future was enormous and crippling. When at the 
end of the long session the panel was asked for their single biggest wish the 
unequivocal answer was “the status quo” in trade. That’s because the agricultural 
sector doesn’t want us to leave the EU because they recognise the importance of 
being able to sell their lamb and beef.  
 
We must listen to them because they put the food on our plates. 
 
Service Plans for 2019/20 
 
There was also a Special O&S Committee meeting in January to look at the plans for 
activity to be carried out by each Council service. Because of the volume we 
focussed on areas that appeared to be most affected by change before moving on to 
the other services. The areas of focus were: 
 
o Operational Services,  
o Place,  
o Corporate & Community,  



o Environmental Health & Housing, and  
o I.T. because it’s involved in the changes in all other services. 
 
 
The full details can be seen in the minutes and I suggest Members read them or 
listen to the audio recordings because this is the main exposure to lecture Councillors 
of Service Plans and the variety of changes they explain. 
 
 
 
Cllr John Patrinos  
Chairman O & S Committee  
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